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an English barn than in one of their palaces ; and they are
rude and ill-bred to a surprising degree. Yet I am very glad
I came here, for I have done much in both countries. I have
lately written to London, giving an account of what I have been
about, and asking what I am to try next.

" Madrid is a small town, not larger than Norwich,1 but it
is crammed with people, like a hive with bees, and it contains
many fine streets and fountains. In summer it is one of the
hottest places in the world, and in the winter one of the cold-
est ; for there are mountains near it which are then covered
with snow, and there come such blasts from them that the
body is drawn up like a leaf. Everything in Madrid is exces-
sively dear to foreigners, for they are made to pay six times
more than natives. Two young men that I know went to an
inn here, and in a few days they were stript of all their money ;
for they did not understand the language, and could not help
themselves. I manage to get on tolerably well, for I make a
point of paying just one quarter what I am asked.

" I have a servant, the greatest thief and villain that ever
existed; who, if I would let him, would steal the teeth out of
my head.2 But I can't do without him, for he is very clever
and useful, and as I am obliged to call on different people
every day whose places of abode I do not know, I am "com-
pelled to keep him in order to find them up. I never go out
at night, for then the people walk about by hundreds, cutting
and murdering one another on account of their being split
into different factions. Of the two parties [Christino and
Carlista] I scarcely know which is the worst, most bloody and
tyrannical; for every Spaniard is by nature a cruel, cowardly
tiger. Nothing is more common than to destroy a whole
town, putting man, woman, and child to death, because two
or three of the inhabitants have been obnoxious. How happy

1 In perimeter, of course, for in 1836 the population of Madrid was 200,-
ooo (now 500,000), and Norwich 61,500 (now 110,000).

8 What Quevedo calls sisones, that is " chippers," *' pilferers," from Lat.
sdss-are (scindere, sdssus), Span, sisar, because, though they appropriate
modestly, they do it untiringly. As a frequent victim I can authenticate
the text.